F) Efore I goon to lay down a Scheme of the 
p< State of the Nat’on, with which I purpofed 
© DB tebegin this Work ; | am call’d off to fay 
™ fomething, to the new Turn the Publick 
airs have taken Abroad, ' 

shave in feveral Papers given my Opinion, That 
je Dutch refolve to carry onthe War without us, 
ould bave Succe/s, it will in its Confequer.ces 
rily involve usina War with them — [ have 
fuch Reafons for it, as] have noc yet {een one 
rd of Anfwer to, except Raillery and ill Lan- 
€; nor have | {een the leait Reafon to alter my 


attiality.and Injaftice of thole, who will have 
Writing for a War with the Dutch, { detpife 
utmolt Contempt ; every Days News con- 
it L have faid, and now-its contrary confirms 
intly ; [declare to believe, and ever was of 
nion, that we can have no War with the 
t what mult be a Judgment upon us: Thata 
th the Dutch will be ruinous to our Com- 
angerons to the Proteitant Succeflion, fatal 
rotettant Intereft in general, and dillra@ing 
3 that at Home it would ftagnate our Ma- 
s, ttarve our Poor, interrupt our Navigati- 
our Exports of the Growth of our Country, 
y other ways deftruétive to our Profperi- 
eral. I proteft againft wifhing tor it, or dceli- 
ny more than I do for the Plague,or, as I faid 
tor a Second Fire of Londoa ; and no Man 
an detire it, upon any Principle but that 
¢ or a General Incendiary of his Country, 
have faid always, 
at I expec by this, toconvince thofe People, 
ately determin’d to rail, and who think 
Interett to have the World believe that I 
er Opinion ; I know them too well, andl 
their Slanders fo much, as to expect Reafon 
n foeafily 3 and yet, with my Service to them, 
fee Five Hundred of them hang’d, than 
h the Dutch, and do not think myfelf a 
od neither. 
ot a Word of this contradits what I 
which I repeat as the Produ& of fe- 
t, That if the Confederates carry on 
tus, if they have Succefs, the Confe- 
unavoidably embroil us with them— 
afon why i faid, J cannot cordially 
t that I do not with the Dutch as 
{ cannot wifh to quar- 
Reafon very good fisll. 
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@ time coming, when this will be better Senfe than it 
seems you wou'd have it be now ; andifyou have no 
Ears to hear now, you will then; and you will find 
the Dutch are fo fenfible of the Truth of this, that 
they are already taking Meafures to make Us all 
Friends with them. 

But we have for the prefent a new Profpe% of 
Things, the mighty Boafts of running to the Gates 
of Paris, and bringing the French King on his Knees 
in fpight of the Engizfb, ison a fudden check’d by the 
immediate Hand of Heaven, and his Hand {eemis 
turn’d againft the Confederate Army in a furprizing 
manner. 

1 am none of thofe, who with Fob’s Three Friends, 
conclude the Profperity og ill SuccefS of Affairs, are a 
ftated Signal of the Jultice or Injuftice of a Caufe,or of 
theFavour or Difpleafure of Heaven : I know that God 
may,and often does,in the Severeignty of his Providence, 
fuffer, even his own Intereft and Caufe in the World 
to be opprefs'd by his Enemies; and theretore I hall 
make no Inferences to the Difadvantage of the Con- 
federates as to the Fuftice of their Separate War, from 
the Change of Affairs, tho" such might be faid to that 
Head too. 

I am none of thofe who charge the Dutch with State- 
Ambition, aiming at Dominions, and at encrealing 
their Power to the Terror of their Neighbours : Com- 
mon-Wealths very rarely Rudy Conqueft, but rather 
Security: I'll allow the Dutch as much Ambition 
in Commerce as you pleafe, but for enlarging Domi- 
nion, the nature of their Conftitution does not make 
that Charge feem reafonable upon them ; their 
Strength I think, can never be Dangerousto Europe, 
as they are Circumftane’d ; and therefore I have ale 
ways {poken for fuch a Partition of the Spanijh Mo- 


~narchy, and fuch Additions out of it, both to themand 


to us, as fliould have made England and Holland re{pe- 
ively, much ftronger and much greater than they 
are; that TOGETHER, they might have been a 
Match for all the Popifh Powers in Europe ; to do 
which, 1 fhould have made no Scruple, (with fome 
Reftri@ions of Trade) to have given all the Spanifh 
Netherlands to the Dutch entirely, and in Soveraignty, 
excepting a Part of South-East Flanders, to the Englith, 
and to have given Great-Britain a Proportion of 
Strength and Trade in America: But all Ican fay 
of this, is not to be heard now. ; 
On the other hand, Jam none of thofe, that think 
it fafe for Us to have the Confederates beaten by the 
French, and by the fame spinel a from which I fay, 
That the Succes of the Confederates againtt France 
without US, would involye us ina War vee Vy 
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Confederates $ by the fame Rule, turning the Tables, 
I fay, That the French puthing the Confederates with 
Succefs, whether we will or ko, mult of Neceflity in- 
volve us again in a War againit France. 

Nothing is more aftonithing to me, than to 
fee, that the Age fhould not take in this Argument, 
which is fo naturalas that nothing is plainer, and 
‘this makes me complain that they wrong me in their 
Cenjures : The QUEEN by drawing out of the 
War, and placing Her felf as a Neuter, has put 
her felf, not only in a Pofture of bringing the Con- 
tending Parties to a Peace, but even under a Ne- 
ceflity of doing it. 

One of our Writers, who abounds in his own Senfe; 
favs, That the French putting Dunkirk into Her Ma- 
jeity’s Hands, does not give Her the Ballance’ of 
Exrope to hold, and fingly {peaking, I grant it does 
not ; but the Queen’s drawing out of the War, and 
placing her felf asa Neuter, does effectually doit; 
and without doubt the Ballance of Europe is in Her 
Hands at this Time ; for that it is apparent, neither 
Side can carry on the War, if the QUEEN fhould a& 
againft them. 

That the French cannot —— is acknowledg’d by 
thofe who complain fo heavily at Our drawing 
out of the War, at a Time, whenthey fay, France 
was juft reduced, and could not have ftood out ano- 


ther Summer, and itis, 1 think, more acknowledg’d 


by the French themfelves other ways, nor do I think 
any one doubts it.—— 


t the Confederates cannot, will be too apparent, 


if it thould come to be try’d, and is like to be made. 


lain by their Inability to do it, while we ftand but 
euter, tho’ we do not A&@ againft them. 

If then neither Party are able to carry on the 
War, if the Queen fhould a& again them ; nothing 
¢an be more plain, Than that the Ballance is in the 
Queen's Hand ; if thefe are Words without Argu- 
ment, « fome People call every thing they cannot 
axfwer, let them mend it if they can. 

The French King has farther conceded the Bal- 
dance of Europe to the Queen. by putting Dunkirk 
into her Hands, giving Her Majelty the Key of his 
Dominions, and an open Door as we may call it, in- 
to his Kingdoms, which we fee the whole Confederate 
Power could not obtain, asa Pledge that he yields her 
that Ballance. 

-_ Uf then Succefs againft the Dutch thould give him 
‘Occafion to puth his Conquefts too far, what can fol- 
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low ? But that it muft embroil u§ again ina ' 
with France ; for let the Dutch be as ill-natur’: 
they will, upon the Subje@ of the Peace, we 1 
not let France ruin them, no, nor muft we let £7’ 
take from them the Barrier, needful to fecure: 
Peace of Eurvpe, for this is our Barrier as wel: 
theirs. ? cies, | 

Now here are two contending Parties Sghting-; 
Either we muft hold the Ballance between them 
let which Side foever Conquer, wemay be expg 
to them: Ambition on one Sidey (France) or — 
fentments on the other, (Holland and Germany) 
think fit to humble us, for not taking Part w 
them, and therefore, the Nece[fity upon us is pl. 
I mean in Policy, to let neither go-on fo far, as 


ruin the other. tae 
DUNK IRX is now iv’ id 
net; 


the hen 
wil, 1 whole” again 5 and | 
dead Weight of the War would ‘be upon us ag; 
more than ever : And this made me always 1 
no Man: can anne f War with the Dutch, but! 
Incendiary or a ite. tae: - 
A good PEAGE is the middle of all, and! 
only ‘Step that. can now be taken, for ths 4 
fights 4 ow, tis all Deftrudtion to us, and let m 
‘Side foever conquer, involves Great-Britain, eit 
on one Side or other én @ War. ie. & 
But’ the Dutch are too wife to let if. run : 
therefore have given in a new Scheme of a Pe: 
which f have much Reafon to hope, BS 
will agree to, and then a happy PEACE n 
follow, which is what all honeit Men with for : 
I thall never believe, till I fee it, that either 
Dutch will continue the War, er that che French 
Befiege Doway. a 
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